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Welcome to the New Year in
the Walled Garden
Welcome to our latest newsletter. While winter is that time of
year when everything slows down in terms of growing plants in
the garden, this is the time of year when instead we need to
grow our membership in order to keep everything going. We
would be really grateful if more people would consider joining
or renewing their membership. Details are on page 5.
In this issue, we also report good news on the status of our
charitable application and what’s happening next on the
hospital build.

Winter Diary
Trustees Meeting
Header photos by Maria Shanina on
Unsplash & Peter Lewis on Unsplash
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Becoming a Registered Charity
On 7th December 2017 we were delighted to learn that the Charities Commission for England and Wales
had accepted the Friends of Llanfrechfa Grange Walled Garden’s application to become a Registered
Charity.

Our charitable purpose
We are now a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(CIO) with registration number 1176172. Our
charitable purpose is to redesign and restore the
walled garden at Llanfrechfa Grange as a
recreational or leisure time resource for the benefit
of the public and healthcare staff.

Obligations and opportunities
We believe that becoming a Registered Charity will help us work towards delivering our
charitable purpose. Registration however comes with both obligations and opportunities.
We are now bound by the rules of the Charities Commission and are subject to the High Court’s
charity law jurisdiction. For example, we must: • Keep a register of trustees
• Run the charity in line with our approved constitution
• Undertake activities that are for charitable purposes only
• Ensure any personal benefits to trustees are no more than incidental
• Make an annual return to the Commission setting out our main activities and how they have
benefited the public.
As a small charity with an income of under £1m we are not required to produce audited annual
accounts but must include our income and expenditure in our annual return to the
Commission.
In addition to the recognition and public assurance that being registered brings, we will now be
eligible to apply for grants only open to registered charities. We will also explore VAT and other
potentially beneficial financial opportunities that may be open to us.
A copy of our approved constitution can be found on our website at:
https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com/about-2/
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Poly tunnel goes up in Productive quadrant
Using a sturdy frame donated by the University
of South Wales, our poly tunnel has been built by
Brian and Graham, two of our regular
volunteers. Measuring 16ft by 30ft the tunnel will
provide a perfect environment for growing salad
crops and it will also provide shelter for young
plants to be grown on in readiness for planting
out into the reflective quadrant. It will be hugely
valuable while the garden is in the early stages of
development.

other donations to the garden and, in the spirit
of ‘up cycling’ when possible, the staging for
the tunnel is being built from donated pallets
and other bits and pieces of timber.
With plants already waiting to be moved across
from the greenhouse we hope the poly tunnel
will serve us well for the next three or four
years. Considered a temporary structure
however, it will eventually be replaced by
raised beds and a productive vegetable plot
as our longer term plans for the garden layout
mature.

We are grateful to Aneurin Bevan University
Health Board for buying the new plastic cover
and weed suppressant matting. The fixings,
doors and timbers have been funded through

Spring Raffle
In the spring, we will be participating in the annual Uskmouth Rotary Club
raffle. The Rotary Club organises the tickets and prizes, which allows local
charities to keep 100% of the ticket sales. FoLGWG has applied for 200 tickets
1 maecenas
ut justo
to sell
at £1 each. Sed metus orci, ultricies eu, vulputate
quis, porttitor
ut, diam.an
Utoriginal
tempus leo
½
sed
suscipit
First prize is £1,000 with many other prizes available,
including
quis diam. Phasellus tempus eros eu
1 donec mi
watercolour and vouchers for meals out at local restaurants/pubs.
leo. Mauris eget ante. Aliquam ornare
½ fusce eu nisi
We will let members 1and
volunteers know when
we have the tickets and
congue augue. Integer leo.Aliquam
suspendisse
hope you can help with
purchasing
them and imperdiet
perhapselitselling
to
ac sem.them
Maurison
dictum,
½ aliquam
turpis odio
family
and
friends.
elit in aliquet mattis, arcu nisi fringilla
½ nunc a enim
pede, a adipiscing elit sem in enim.

In anticipation of your support - Many thanks!
3

THE WALLED GARDEN

WINTER 2017

Grange University Hospital Build Update
It’s full steam ahead with the hospital build on the Llanfrechfa Grange site. Here we share
some news from the building contractors and hospital project team.

Meet the Contractors
A monthly evening surgery with the contractor will
commence in January on the last Monday of every
month at 5.30pm in the contractor’s offices. These
can be found at the top of the Llanfrechfa Grange
main drive on the left in the 2 storey white
portacabins. Please contact the project reception
on 01322 735020 for further information.

Roadworks starting February
The construction company building the new
hospital will be starting some new road
works in February. They are expected to
take around 5 months to complete.
They include improvements to the Turnpike
Roundabout on the A4042 and construction
of a new Toucan crossing on Caerleon Road
near to the existing access road to
Llanfrechfa Grange Hospital. They will also
be widening this road, which will involve the
removal of the existing small “island”
between the access road to the portacabins
and the car park adjacent to the Main Hall.

Supporting Communities
As part of Laing O’Rourke’s corporate and social
responsibility obligations, local schools and colleges
have been contacted to discuss and agree ways in
which the building project can support and provide
opportunities within the construction industry. An
example is its provision of work placement
experience for trade apprentices through Y Prentis.
They are also working with the Wallich Charity for
the homeless as well as supporting the Walled
Garden project here at Llanfrechfa.

Contact Details
If you have any questions regarding the above
or the Grange University Hospital scheme
generally please do not hesitate to contact the
following:Peter Sharpe – LOR Project Leader (01322)
735020
Karen Jones – ABUHB Associate Capital Projects
Director (01633) 623366
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News in Brief
AGM 2017
Our second AGM was held on 20 November in the
Main Hall at Llanfrechfa Grange. Despite the
dismal weather we were grateful to the hardy
souls who made it there to support us. The AGM
was an opportunity for us to look back over the
activities of the last year and to set out our plans
for next year. We presented an annual report
and Chris Parsons our Treasurer, presented a
report on our financial position, which we are
pleased to confirm is very healthy at the moment.
A raffle held on the day, along with membership
renewals and some sales raised over £100.

Garden Design

A copy of our Annual Report and Financial
Statement can be downloaded from our website
https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com/

Since submitting our garden design as part of
the hospital build programme’s Reserved
Matters, we understand that Listed Building
Consent has been received but are still awaiting
planning permission from Torfaen CBC.
Further workshops have since been held with
the Garden Design Team on planting schemes,
focusing for now on the Reflective quadrant.
We aim to sign this off by the end of winter.
Discussions are also underway with the Health
Board on the provision of water and electricity.

Membership renewals 2018
Membership is now due for 2018 and members
should have received a reminder by email. Please
contact our email address if you have not. For those
not on email, membership is £4 for the year and can
be paid by cash or cheque (made out to Friends of
Llanfrechfa Grange Walled Garden). Please see the
back page for our postal address and remember to
include your name and address for our records. If
you would like to pay by cash, please call in to the
Walled Garden on any Monday morning and see one
of the Trustees. Thank You.
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Hidden Now Heard - Online
Last year, Mencap Cymru held a series of exhibitions at The Riverfront, Newport, Llantarnam
Grange Arts Centre and within Grange House itself that explored the lives of people with a
learning disability. The project was called ‘Hidden Now Heard’, and the stories and archive
materials have now been added to the ‘People’s Collection Wales’
(https://www.peoplescollection.wales) online archive. The collection features photographs,
newspaper articles and first hand audio stories of people’s experiences.

From the archives …
Horticultural activity at Llanfrechfa
Grange Hospital is mentioned in an
article in ‘The Paper’ published around
the time of the 50th anniversary of the
NHS in 1998. Visit our website to see the
article.

Contact Us
Friends of Llanfrechfa Grange Walled Garden,
Llanfrechfa Grange,
Cwmbran,
Torfaen,
NP44 8YN
Email: info.lgh.garden@gmail.com
Website: https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com/
via Wikimedia Commons

Or find us on Facebook at llanfrechfa grange walled garden

Registered Charity number 1176172

