
 

 

Welcome to the New Year in 
the Walled Garden 

This time last year was a much colder prospect with lots of 

snow in the garden in March (see above). With so much to do in 

the garden this coming year, we are hoping for a milder spring 

so that we can get cracking; not that things have slowed down 

at all over this winter. Power and water have now been 

installed, tree trunks and further rubble cleared, brambles 

sprayed off and the ground rotavated in readiness for laying out 

the new paths. Read on to find out all about it… 
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Reflective Quadrant Shelter 

This shelter will fit snugly into the northwest 
corner of the garden.  With a brick paver floor, 
timber frame, slate type roof, and stone bench 
seats, the shelter will be a tranquil place to sit 
and look out over the Reflective Quadrant.   
Surrounded by a climber clad timber pergola we 
expect this corner to be a magnet to those who 
want to sit quietly and escape the business and 
stresses of their lives. 
 
We plan to lay the floor this summer and add the 
structure later in the year once we have obtained 
planning permission for the design. 
 

In the Communal Quadrant we will install an 
open sided shelter across the corner and facing 
into the middle of the garden.  Timber framed 
again we may build this one from scratch, 
learning traditional woodcraft skills as we do 
so.  We are also exploring the potential of 
adding solar panels to the south-facing roof to 
provide an eco friendly power supply to the 
area. 
 
This shelter will become a focal point for the 
quadrant, providing a space for a variety of 
activities.  We anticipate it will be used for 
demonstrations, teaching sessions and maybe 
bring a rug and a picnic style ‘In the Garden’ 
musical performances or plays!   All ideas 
welcome – we will add them to our potential 
Events Calendar.  

 

Garden Design Update 

Communal Quadrant Shelter 

Dutch barn style gazebos similar to the design 
proposed for the southwest “Communal” quadrant at B.  
Sources: contractors.com / myoutdoorplans.com 

Corner shelter elevation proposed for northwest 
“Reflective” quadrant at A. 

The garden design features a number of structures providing shelter or other facilities. 

Here we outline what they are, where they will be and how we propose to install them. 

A 

B 

C 
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Garden Design Update 
 

Spring Raffle 
Last spring, we raised around £200 for the Walled Garden project from 

ticket sales for the Uskmouth Rotary Club raffle, so we are planning to take 
part again this year!  

 
We would be really grateful for help selling tickets. If 20 people sold just 2 
books each at £1 per ticket, we would equal last year’s result and generate 
useful income for taking the project forward. First prize is £500, 2nd prize 

£200, with many other prizes available. 
 

If you can help, please contact Membership Secretary Bobinca Wilson at 
info.lgh.garden@gmail.com. Thank you in anticipation! 

There is a derelict building in the northeast corner 
of the Productive Quadrant.  In the 1950s this was 
used as a mortuary and later as the gardeners’ 
office, store and toilet.  We aim to rebuild it to 
provide a boot room, refreshments area and a 
washroom/toilet for today’s gardeners.   
 
Extending along the east wall from this rebuild we 
will construct another timber- framed structure in 
a cloisters style.  This will provide shelter from the 
elements and under seat storage for flowerpots 
and trays.   
 
We are exploring the potential for this structure to 
have a ‘green roof’ where sedums and other low 
growing plants can thrive and look interesting 
from the windows of the new hospital. 
 

Productive Quadrant –Utility Block and Cloisters 

Elevation drawing showing facility proposed for the northeast “Productive” quadrant at C. 

mailto:info.lgh.garden@gmail.com
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Supporting Us - Become an Associate Member 

 

As a registered Charity, it is very useful for us to 
know what support we have for our project. Many 
people cannot support us by volunteering for the 
Charity, due to lack of time and other 
commitments, but one way to support us is to 
become an Associate Member. This has benefits 
for us, as a Charity: 
 

 Subscriptions provide us with a small but 
reliable income, which helps with the running 
costs of the garden. 

 Having more members may influence the 
grants we can apply for, as membership 
numbers show the level of support we have. 

 It helps the Trustees to know if they are 
guiding the project in the right direction, if 
people show their support through 
membership. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

There are also benefits to you in becoming an 
Associate Member: 
 

 Receive our quarterly newsletters straight 
to your inbox. 

 There is a Members only section of the 
website which gives access to more detailed 
information on the progress of the garden, 
such as minutes of meetings. and planning 
and design details. 

 Personal invitations to events at the garden. 
 
The best part is – associate membership is such 
good value!  
  
All of the above for only £4 annually! 
 
So do, please, show us your support! 
 
Application forms are available from the 
website: 
https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com 
  
Or email Membership Secretary:  
Info.lgh.garden@gmail.com 
 
 Look forward to hearing from you soon!  
  

 
 

https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com/
mailto:Info.lgh.garden@gmail.com
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Modular construction methods 

The team has been reviewing the specification for 
the mortuary, looking at the design and 
functionality of the flooring, the taps and the 
mortuary tables. 
 
Next they moved on to finalising the radiology kit 
specification, ready for tender, before developing 
the requirement for bedpan macerators – ensuring 
that some of the issues encountered in other 
hospitals are overcome. 
 
In addition to this, the team is working hard on 
planning the interior design of The Grange.  
The concept is to create a calm and soothing 
environment for patient recovery; ensuring 
working environments that are both clinical and 
efficient; with appropriate use of colour and 
material and a visual link between interior and 
exterior spaces and building elements. It will also 
be important to integrate an arts strategy into the 
plans, helping to provide a stress-free and 
welcoming environment for patients. Finally they 
are providing a coherent and recognisable way 
finding and signage network. 

The Grange University Hospital is built to a 
modular design, with many of the components 
constructed off-site and then slotted into 
place – like this washbasin unit, that arrives 
fully assembled and just requires connecting 
to the relevant pipework. 

 
Windows are also slotted into place ready 
constructed. 
 
 

Grange University Hospital Build 

The Clinical Futures project team working on Grange 
University Hospital are planning and considering all 
aspects of the new building – and no two days are the 
same, as evidenced by their latest updates. 

 

This was the site of the Grange University Hospital at the beginning of last year – contrast it with a 
picture taken at the end of the year. 
 

What a difference a year makes! 
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News in Brief 

Gardener’s Cottage 
 
This little building on the south wall of the 
garden used to be part of the coach house 
when Grange House was a private mansion.  In 
more recent years it has been used by the 
Health Board as a Porter’s Lodge.  
 
The porters have recently moved to a new 
location on site and the Health Board has 
therefore agreed to allow us to lease it. We are 
renaming it the  ‘Gardener’s cottage’ and plan 
to use it as a meeting room, office and store. 
 

New Events Planning Team 

Powering Up 

Water and electrics 
are now installed and 
functioning, so we 
have lights in the 
shed and taps at key 
stations around the 
garden. Hurray! No 
more trailing miles of 
hosepipe and 
watering cans!  
 
 

We recently put out a call for volunteers to help 

us plan a calendar of events for the coming 

year. Thanks to everyone who came forward 

with offers of help, we will be putting this team 

together very soon.  Our first task will be to link 

in with other local groups to make sure we 

don’t plan dates that will clash with theirs.  We 

can then start scheduling all the things we hope 

to fit in. This will include:  

 Open days such as ‘Have a Grow’ 

 Volunteering working parties 

 Celebration and social events 

 Our Annual General Meeting  

 Visits to other projects for ideas and 

inspiration. 

 

It will be a busy year ahead! 

If you would like to get involved or for more 

information, please contact Angela Fry, General 

Secretary - Friends of Llanfrechfa Grange Walled 

Garden at info.lgh.garden@gmail.com 
 
 

Front and back of the “cottage”, south wall. 

mailto:info.lgh.garden@gmail.com


 

 

   

Llanfrechfa Parish Church History Links 
Nearby All Saints Church in the village of Llanfrechfa, has a long 
history with many connections to the families who once lived at 
the Grange, and to patients and staff of the Hospital.  
 
The original medieval church was built on an ancient site and 
was extended and remodeled in the 1870-80s through the 
generosity of the Mitchell Family who lived at the Grange from 
1860 to 1913.  

 
The Mitchells - who are commemorated in several stained glass windows - 
also re-built the medieval preaching cross that stands by the church, 
adding their own inscriptions. 
 
Members of the Prothero family who lived at The Grange (1848-60) are 
also commemorated in stained glass, and the church features several 
memorials to parishioners lost in the World Wars, and in more recent 
conflicts. The newest addition is a window dedicated to the late Jon 
Abbott, and to Denis and Joyce Drew in October 2017. 
 

A longer article about the Church and its links to the Grange will be 
published on our website in the near future. To find out more about the 
Church or to arrange a visit, please contact the Church Wardens: Myfanwy 
Bowen: 01633 866385 and Angela O’Brien: 01633 422074. 
 
 

Contact Us 
 

Friends of Llanfrechfa Grange Walled Garden,  

Llanfrechfa Grange,  

Cwmbran, 

Torfaen,  

NP44 8YN 
 

Email:      info.lgh.garden@gmail.com 

Website: https://llanfrechfawalledgarden.wordpress.com/ 

 

   Or find us on Facebook at llanfrechfa grange walled garden 
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This window nearest the 
vestry was dedicated to 
Francis and Elizabeth 
Mitchell in 1914. It shows 
St Francis of Assisi, St 
Elizabeth with her young 
son John, and St David. 
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